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1. THE CANADIAN ROAD SAFETY
ENVIRONMENT
Like most other developed countries, Canada’s
level of road safety has improved considerably during the
past decade. Since 1989, road user fatalities decreased by
30% and serious injuries by 36%. Seat belt use increased
from approximately 71% to 90%, and alcohol use among
fatally injured drivers, which represents the most critical
road safety problem in Canada, decreased by 16%.
Canada’s most recent traffic fatality total — 2,969 dur-
ing 1999 — was the lowest annual death toll on record
in several decades. Canada’s fatality rate, as measured on
a ‘deaths per motor vehicle registered’ basis, improved
by more than 36% during this period. Additional traffic,
exposure and fatality trend data are provided in Table 1.
2. SUCCESSFUL INITIATIVES
A number of noteworthy occurrences took place
during the last decade that contributed largely to Canada’s
improved road safety situation.
The first event was the introduction in 1989 of
Canada’s first truly national road safety initiative — the
National Occupant Restraint Program — with the objec-
tive of achieving and maintaining 95% restraint use
among all passenger vehicle occupants by 1995. Legis-
lative sanctions, public education campaigns and enforce-
ment initiatives developed and implemented in support
of this goal helped increase seat belt and proper child re-
straint use to their current high levels.
The second event was the introduction in 1990 of
the Strategy to Reduce Impaired Driving. The goal of this
Table 1  Canadian road safety indicators (1989–1999)
Traffic and Exposure Trends 1989 1999 % Change
Motor Vehicles Registered 16,720,000 18,389,000 10.0
Licensed Drivers 17,592,000 20,934,000 19.0
Motor Vehicles Registered Per 100 Inhabitants Aged 16 Years or Older 69.5 65.5 -5.8
Licensed Drivers Per 100 Inhabitants Aged 16 Years or Older 73.1 74.6 2.1
Seat Belt Use (%) 70.6 90.1 27.6
Fatality Trends and Rates 1989 1999 % Change
Total Killed (including unspecified road users) 4,246 2,969 -30.1
Motor Vehicle Occupants Killed 3,294 2,273 -31.0
Pedestrians Killed 524 414 -21.0
Motorcyclists / Moped Riders Killed 245 159 -35.1
Cyclists Killed 99 69 -30.3
Killed Per 10,000 Motor Vehicles Registered 2.54 1.61 -36.4
% of Dead Drivers (of those tested) who had been drinking/ 46.5 39.1* -15.9
were legally impaired (alcohol)
Road Users Killed / 100,000 Population 16.2 9.73 -39.9
Motor Vehicle Occupants Killed / 10,000 Motorized Vehicles 2.02 1.26 -37.6(excluding motorcyles / mopeds)
Pedestrians Killed / 100,000 Inhabitants 2.00 1.36 -32.0
Motorcyclists / Moped Riders Killed / 10,000 Motorcycles / Mopeds 6.48 4.68 -27.8
Cyclists Killed / 1,000,000 Inhabitants 3.20 2.26 -29.4
* 1998 figure
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national initiative was to reduce by 20% the number of
traffic fatalities involving impaired drivers by 1995. The
introduction of enforcement and awareness campaigns,
tougher legislative measures and communications initia-
tives contributed to moderate improvements in the drink-
ing-driving problem.
In Canada, responsibility for road safety is shared
among the federal, provincial/territorial and municipal
levels of government. The challenges presented by this
multi-tiered approach to road safety combined with a de-
sire by many stakeholders to adopt a more focused ap-
proach to dealing with road safety issues and to accelerate
the rate of improvement in the overall level of road safety
led to a third significant event during the last decade —
the adoption of Road Safety Vision 2001.
Officially launched in 1996, Canada’s vision — to
have the safest roads in the world — is supported by all
levels of government as well as key public and private
sector stakeholders. Road Safety Vision 2001 initiatives
which focus on road users, roadways and motor vehicles
aim to:
• raise public awareness of road safety issues;
• improve communication, cooperation and collaboration
among road safety agencies;
• toughen enforcement measures; and
• improve national road safety data quality and collec-
tion.
Examples of successful initiatives that have been
adopted in support of Canada’s vision include the intro-
duction of graduated licensing programs for novice driv-
ers in most jurisdictions; national public education and
enforcement campaigns promoting proper seat belt and
child restraint use and the dangers of drinking and driv-
ing; the partnering of national police and government
agencies to develop innovative policing protocols that tar-
get high-risk drivers; increased cooperation among com-
mercial carrier stakeholders to strengthen safety standards
and improve the safety performance of commercial ve-
hicle transportation; and the availability of more compre-
hensive and accurate national traffic collision and
exposure data.
Other notable changes which occurred during the
past decade that made travel on Canadian roads safer in-
clude the incorporation of crash-avoidance and crashwor-
thiness safety features, such as daytime running lights and
airbag occupant protection systems, into the design of
new vehicles in response to improved motor vehicle regu-
lation requirements; the integration of safety consider-
ations into the design of new roads; and improved
emergency medical services for road users involved in
crashes.
3. ONGOING CHALLENGES
The considerable improvements of the last decade
notwithstanding, road safety is still a very serious issue
in Canada. The same high-risk road user behavior — non-
use of seat belts, drinking and driving, excessive speed
and running red lights — continues to plague Canadian
roads. While annual surveys of seat belt use, in predomi-
nantly urban areas, indicate that 90% of motorists buckle
up, the latest crash data demonstrate that approximately
40% of all fatally injured motor vehicle occupants were
not wearing seat belts. Additionally, alcohol was a fac-
tor in approximately 39% of all road user deaths.
4. THE DECADE AHEAD : ROAD SAFETY
VISION 2010
Canadian road safety stakeholders face a significant
challenge. Canada’s stated goal is to have the safest roads
in the world. Canada currently ranks 8th in road safety
among the world’s developed nations when comparisons
are based on ‘fatalities per vehicle kilometres travelled’
and 9th when comparisons are based on ‘fatalities per
motor vehicles registered’. However, Canada is not alone
in its quest to make road travel progressively safer. Many
other developed countries have adopted ambitious targets
and comprehensive road safety programs to improve their
level of road safety. The successes of such initiatives in
some of the world’s safest nations, in part, prompted Ca-
nadian road safety stakeholders to incorporate a broad-
based set of targets into the Road Safety Vision 2001
successor plan.
Called Road Safety Vision 2010, this ambitious ex-
tension to the inaugural national road safety plan will re-
tain the goal and priorities of its predecessor but will also
feature a national target for fatality and serious injury re-
ductions as well as several sub-targets.
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The national target calls for a 30% decrease in the
average number of road users killed and seriously injured
during the 2008–2010 period over comparable 1996–2001
figures.
The sub-targets focus on areas where the largest
numbers of serious casualties occur and where the great-
est potential for reductions exists. The sub-targets call for
specific improvements in seat belt and proper child re-
straint use rates, as well as reductions in fatalities and se-
rious injuries resulting from crashes involving drinking
drivers, young drivers, vulnerable road users and high-
risk road users. Sub-targets have also been identified that
call for decreases in fatalities and serious injuries in col-
lisions involving commercial carriers, excessive speed,
and those that occur at intersections and on rural road-
ways.
It is hoped that the targets intrinsic to Road Safety
Vision 2010 will foster increased public awareness, part-
nerships, and stakeholder commitment for road safety is-
sues, and result in the introduction of new initiatives to
help make Canada’s roads the safest in the world.
